
 
 

Restoring bore pump 

performance 
 
Do you have a problem with a bore pump that blocks up with red mud like 

residue?    

 

or 

 

It is apparent that the bore water supply has lost performance through the 

pump. 

 

Both problems are caused by the iron, bacteria and calcium plugging the 

impellers of your pump and coating the inside of the plumbing causing 

restrictions and flow failure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Explanation 

 

The bore water warms slightly passing the motor drive of the pump, this 

increased the oxygen activity and calcium bonds with the oxygen, the 

bacteria feeds anaerobically off the iron and this mess grows into a soft 

slushy cocktail of compounds commonly known as iron bacteria.   

 



 
 

This muddy looking substance will load up impeller cups and render a pump 

useless.  The pump continues to spin but has actually lost the ability to pump 

water. 

 

Solution 

 

We use an acid that is designed to target the calcium and kill the bacteria so 

that the substance will lose its grip on surfaces become a liquid and be 

pumped out easily. 

 

This acid is supplied as a dry powder and is then mixed on site with water 

and the bore is treated with it.   

 

The picture shown below is a mild example of the treated water  

being pumped out of the bore with the acid mix.  The colour can become 

quite dark and pungent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Properly applied the solution will clean the pump, plumbing and bore 

screens. 

 

Bore pump clean up 

 

The treatment is quite effective, It will successfully clean up any bore 

problem and restore the flow. 

 



 
 

 

Ongoing bore hole treatment 

 

This treatment will not always provide a lasting solution, but it will get the 

pump back to maximum production. 

 


